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alleges
‘racialist’
agenda

BY LINDA STEIN
STAFF WRITER

A lawsuit accusing the Trenton police
director of communications of waging “a
campaign of racial diserimination and in-
timidation against white employees” was
filed yesterday.

Eight dispatchers and dispateh supervi-
sors allege Irving Bradley Jr. diseriminated
against them because they are white. They
said he filed false reprimands against them
and tried to drive them from their jobs,

The suit aceuses Bradley, who is black.
of assigning the white workers to unfavor-
able shifts and of promoting less-qualified
black employees over them.

The suit also names Talea Woods. act-
ing dispatch supervisor, as a defendant. as
well as the city of
Trenton and its po-
lice department.

Bradley declined
to comment about
the lawsuit yester-
day, as did Detec-
tive Sgt. Pedro Me-
dina, a spokesman
for the police.
Woods was unavail-
able for comment.
as was city attorney Denise Lyles.

"We will have to examine the court pa-
pers and respond appropriately.” said
Kent Ashworth, a spokesman for the city

Bradley, who joined the departme
last year. allegedly pursued a “rac
agenda, the suit said.

“The complaint makes very seric
gations,” said lawyer David Zatuchn
filed the lawsuit in Superior Court m
ton. “But we have a lot of evidenes
roborate it.”

At his first meeling with the w
sors, Bradley allegedly said Ihs},@zsga
black males “have been held d
Iong Tl change that” accord
lawsuit. He also allegedly ¢
he would “take care of 14
make sure “tus people will be all ot
he leaves, the suit said.

it ar{'tzcm Woods of bemng a ©
and ally” in Bradley's campaizn
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)les after raid

BRADLEY

37, view the destruction they allege Tremdn
ment during a raid Tuesday.

g5 how it got there

T8 Detective Sgt. Pedro Medina, a police “white employees and ereate a rar

st spokesman, last night could not immedi- tie work environment”

1 ately provide the police department's ae- Bradley was also seen giving a “black
in count of the raid, but he said that the  power” salute. A giggling Woods told him




of city residents were relocating to the
1ship, according to township and parade of-

5.

“his year's festivities will begin with the Co-
s Day Ball at Angeloni’s Cedar Gardens
3 at 6:30 p.m., where Benci-
o and DeAngelo will be recognized. Tick-
for the ball cost $85 per person, Colavita

Fiday, Oct.

tieultural community in Hamilton and the
surrounding towns.

“Come celebrate,” Rorro-Baldassari said.

Between 40 and 50 groups will be march-
ing in the parade, including the Hamilton-
based Sunshine Foundation, the Burlington-
hased Amici Della Lingua Italiana, or friends
of the Italian langliage, as well as marching

hands and floats, Colavita said.

Assemblyman Wayne DeAngelo (center).

. );ﬂAﬁ'f!N GRXFF"_.‘-HE TIMES
From left: Mercer County ltafian American Association President John
Scarpati and parade chairman Pasquale Colavita announce Columbus
Day parade grand marshals Hamitton Mayor John Bencivengo and

Also pictured at yesterday's

announcement are Gilda RBorro Baldassari and Michael Rossetti, right.

tornado in Hamilton

A tormado would have caused a continuous path of
damage from the point where it touched down to
where it lified off the ground, Miketta said.

The storm, though, did pack a punch. Miketta esti- -
mated the wind gu

sts elocked in at the 60- to 70-mph

range. And as for the trees that were twisted out of
fhe grou mi that Oﬁf‘ﬁ oceurs in the violent swavmg

Tz;.ﬁ bn@f storm at 11 am, mppled severa] trees,

flung mailboxes across the neighborhood, ripped

metal gutters from the side

of homes and launched

any item not anchored down, from backyard furniture
to large trampolines.

Several people saw swirling dark clouds descend
over the neighborhood, many concluding a tornado
was touching down. Despite the property damage,
Hamditon authorities reported no injuries.
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the gesture “might hwt some-
body's feelings,” the suit said.

Bradley, a former Newark police
chief, has also come under fire by

" those who claim he does not live in

the city, although Bradley said pre-
viously he has an apartment at the
Broad Street bank building.
That criticism comes in the
wake of court decisions that will
force Police Director Joseph Santi-

Cage to leave his post later this
- month for not residing in the city.

Bradley has also appealed a de-
eision by the state Department of
Personnel that he is not qualified
to take the civil-service exam to

stay in his position permanen

The lead plainfiff in the L
is John A, Donahue, an acting su-
pervisor who worked in the radio
room for 20 years without being
disciplined. He contends he hag re-
ceived 32 departmental charg
since Bradley took over.

Bradley and Woods allegedly
cembarked fony a vielous cam-
paign of hyper-serutiny against Mr.
Donahue,” while never citing any
black dispatchers. His shifts were
changed three times within a
three-month period, causing him
“extensive and undue” hardship.
the suit said.

When Lisa James, an acting su-
pervisor with 23 years in the de-
partment, confronted one of the
black dispatcher trainees assigned
to her for trying to claim a day off

s death in her family
i » needed to ac-
such behavior,” the suit said,

James was given “retaliatory”
xmf* changes and when she com-
wd to Bradiey he allegedly or-
+d her out of his office. In Au-
oust, James was brought up on 72
departmental charges.

A black trainee was allowed to
wear a “hlack power” T-shut to
work, the suit said. Another black
senjor dispatcher wore a “Jena 67
shirt, referring to a racial incident
in Louisiana, the suit said.

The plaintiffis say they have
heen subjected to “mental anguish,
embarrassment, stress, angiety, hu-
miliation and pain and suffering.”
They seek an unspecified amount
of punitive and compensatory
damages, court and attorney costs.

nwere listed.

enderson said they
sday when, shortly
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to stand harefoot in the rain while
a police dog was used to make a
second search.

After that search came up
empty, too, they were hrought
back inside. “They told us, 'If you
don't tell us where it's at, we're
going to (expletive) up your house.
And that's exactly what they did
They texpletive) it up,” Smith said.

They said they did not actually
witness the officers tear apart their
apartment, That. they allege, hap-
pened while they were taken to po-
lice headguarters to be charged
with marjjuana possession. main-
taining a narcoties nuisance, and

fortifying their residence.

The last charge, they said,
stems from the video camera they
have installed on their front porch.
But they said they installed it as a
safeguard after their apartment
was hurglarized a few weeks ago.
“We live in Trenton. Be real We
have to proteet ourselves,” Smith
said,

Henderson, released by police
about 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, picked up
the couple's three children — a
8-year-old daughter and two boys,
ages 3 and 2 — from school and day
care and then returned home to
find that police had secured her

broken front door with a new lock,
After she got inside through the
rear door, she discovered the dev-
astation.

“1 was shocked. I couldnt be-

lieve it,” Henderson recalled during
an interview last night. which she

and Smith showed a Tim
porter their stillirashed apart-
ment.

Cornish hens and other meat
had been emptied from the refrig
erator onfo the floor. The bath-
room was a landfill of ruined cloth-
ing, househoid cleaners and 1

1
Lotion had been poured over a
table. The glass on a portrait of the

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. had
been broken. The ruined medica-
tion and broken nebulizer were for
their children.

Smith, who was not released by

oliee untll vesterday afternoon,

said he belleves police acted in an
“unprofessional” manner and
“peed (o be held accountable”

Smith and Henderson hoth said
are grateful their children
ere not home during the raid and
did not have guns pul in thew
faces. The couple and their chil-
dren plan to stay with relatives
until their apartment ran be
cleaned and possessions salvaged.
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